
 

 

Catholics and people who seek protection 
 

Pope Francis on asylum seekers. 

Pope Francis has repeatedly criticised European governments for the way in which they have treated 

people who have fled from war and persecution, and sought protection in Europe. The governments 

have built fences, prevented people from entering their nations, arranged to send them back to Turkey 

and kept them in encampments.  The Pope has insisted that this is cruel and betrays Europe’s Christian 

inheritance. 

 

Australia on asylum seekers 

In Australia people who come to Australia by boat are not allowed to land and are pushed back or 

returned to the countries from which they set out.  Depending on their time of arrival those who made 

their way to Australia earlier are waiting for processing in Australia or on Christmas Island, or have been 

sent to Nauru or Manus Island.  They live under harsh conditions, designed to deter others from coming 

to Australia by boat. This policy is endorsed by both parties in Parliament, but criticised strongly by a 

minority of Australians, including many Catholics. 

 

Catholic approach to asylum seekers. 

Pope Francis is so outspoken because he represents the Catholic Church that has a strong views on how 

human beings should be treated.  Catholic teaching insists that: 

 Each human being is precious and their dignity must be respected. 

 Respect for human dignity means providing food, shelter, education, security, freedom to build 

a life – the things we need to flourish.  

 Respect for human dignity means not being used as a means to someone else’s end. 

 Human beings are not separate individuals but depend on one another and are responsible to 

one another, especially to the most needy. 

 Governments enable us to build a society in which all flourish. 

 Governments also act on our behalf to be responsible to others in need.  

 Governments have a responsibility together to people outside its borders 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Some questions: 

 What do people who seek protection need to flourish as human beings?  What would you need 

if you were one? 

 

 

 What is lacking for people who seek protection in Australia? 

 

 

 Does deterring people by punishing others mean treating the others as means to an end? 

 

 

 How do we show our responsibility to other people in need in ordinary life? 

 

 

 How should governments show their responsibility? 

 

 

 Why do both major political parties support Australia’s treatment of people who seek asylum? 

 

 

 How can we work for a better way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


