
   

 

Appendix 1: 

Men who have died while being detained offshore 
Year Name if known Circumstances of death 

2013  Qasem Abdalla  A 63 year old Somalian man died in Flinders Medical Centre, Adelaide, as a result of heart failure 
following medical transfer from immigration detention on Christmas Island. His death was ruled a 
death in custody by the coroner.  

2013 Unknown A 35 year old Sri Lankan man died shortly after arrival on Christmas Island from cardiac arrest. 

2013 Unknown A 52 year old man was transferred from the processing area at Christmas Island Immigration 
Detention Centre to hospital within hours of landing. He was one of 157 people aboard 2 boats 
that reached Australian waters within 48 hours of each other. 

2014  Hamid 
Kehazaei,  

A 24 year old Iranian man had been admitted to Mater Hospital, Brisbane from Manus Island 
where he had developed septicaemia from a cut on his foot. He had been transferred to Port 
Moresby where he suffered a heart attack. He finally was airlifted to hospital on the mainland of 
Australia where he became gravely ill and was placed on life support. He was declared brain dead 
earlier in the week before the decision was made to turn off his life support.  

2014 Reza Barati A 24 year old Iranian man died of head injuries on the way to Lorengau hospital in PNG following 
protests at the Manus Island Immigration Detention Centre. Violence resulted in the injury of 77 
others, 12 seriously. It is understood that at least 2 security guards were involved in the 
altercation during the riots of 2014: they were later convicted of Barati's murder. The riot 
prompted a senate inquiry which concluded that the Australian Government had failed to protect 
asylum seekers. 

2014  Sayed Ibrahim 
Hussein 

Hussein, a Pakistani man, drowned while swimming in the Galab Channel. He was caught in a rip. 
A Nauruan man also drowned following an attempt to save Hussein.  

2015  Fazal Chegani An Iranian Kurd man in his early 30s had been in detention for five years and had a history of 
attempting suicide and mental health problems. He was found dead under suspicious 
circumstances on Christmas Island after escaping from the immigration detention centre. He had 
made a previous attempt to take his life by jumping from the roof of another detention centre 
before being sent to Christmas Island.  

2016  Faysal Ishak 
Ahmed 

A 27 year old Sudanese man died following transfer to Brisbane hospital from Manus Island 
immigration detention centre following a fall and a seizure within the centre, resulting in head 
injuries. He had been unwell for some months in the lead up to his death.  

2016  Kamil Hussain,  A 34 year old Pakistani man drowned whilst swimming at a waterfall on Manus Island during a day 
trip from the immigration detention centre.  

2016  Omid 
Masoumali,  

A 23 year old Iranian man died from serious burns injuries in a Brisbane hospital after setting 
himself on fire in the Nauru Nibok settlement, outside a refugee compound, during a UN 
monitoring visit. The administering of painkillers was delayed. He suffered a cardiac arrest in 
hospital where doctors had to perform emergency surgery. His wife believes delays to his transfer 
to Brisbane hospital from Nauru (22 hours) may have contributed to his death. Nauru hospital 
were unequipped to deal with his injuries.  

2016  Rakib Khan,  A 26 year old Bangladeshi man checked himself into hospital on Nauru following a suspected 
suicide attempt reportedly from a pharmaceutical drug overdose. He suffered a series of heart 
failures and died.  

2016 Sayed Mirwais 
Rohani 

A 32 year old Afghan Doctor who committed suicide at a Brisbane hotel. In 2017 he had been 
transferred from Manus Island to Australia for medical treatment and for the last year, he was 
living in community detention.  There were many attempts to reunite with his parents who are 
refugees in Britain but these requests were denied. 

2017  Hamed 
Shamshiripour  

A 31 years old Iranian man was found dead in the forest near the Australian-run East Lorengau 
refugee transit centre on Manus Island. PNG police have said that the cause of his death was 
suicide, however his family have demanded an autopsy and inquest to determine the cause of 
death. Hamed was known to have suffered from acute and worsening mental health issues.  



   

 

2017  Mohammad 
Jahangir  
 

A 29 year old Bangladeshi man died after the motorbike he was travelling on collided with another 
vehicle. Reports from sources reveal the man was run down on his motorbike on Fly Camp Rd, 
Nauru by a carload of Nauruans. It was understood that there were no witnesses to the incident. 
The driver of the car, a Nauruan man, has been charged over the incident.  

2017  Rajeev 
Rajendran  

A 32 year old Sri Lankan Tamil man died as a result of a suspected suicide, found on the grounds 
of the Lorengau hospital, Manus Island.  

2018 Fariborz Karami An Iranian asylum seeker died by suicide on Manus Island. 

2018 Salim  

 

A 52 year old, Rohingya man died on Manus Island from a supposed suicide attempt. He jumped 
from a moving vehicle that was traveling from refugee accommodation to town. He suffered 
serious head injuries and died at the scene. Salim had been on Manus Island for five years and had 
a long history of mental illness. 

 Unknown Records show that nineteen men have died. 

 

 


